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‘FEMALE SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


Tre Third Quarterly Meeting of the Female Union Society 
for the Promotion of Sabbath Schools, was held in the upper 
room of the New-York Free School, in Chatham-Street, on the 
2d instant. This room, though very spacious, could not ac- 
commodate all the ladies who attended, together with the scholars 
who were present to receive the rewards appointed for them. 

The serious evils arising from the irregular attendance of the 
scholars at their respective schools, had for some time past been a 
matter of much concern to the teachers, and led them to devise, 
as a remedy, the plan of ‘public rewards for punctual attendance 
and uniform good behaviour. ‘Owing to the considerable number 
of scholars assembled to receive their premiums, and the crowd- 
ed state of the room, the exercises could not be conducted in as 
satisfactory a manner as they would otherwise have been: But the 
gratification derived from beholding so goodly a number receiving 
the rewards of punctuaiity, diligence, and becoming deportment, 
compensated, we trust, for the inconvenience experienced on that 
occasion. 

The beneficial results of this experiment have encouraged the 
Society to persevere in the plan. They intend, however, in fu- 
ture, to distribute the premiums at the opening of the meeting, 
and then dismiss the scholars, in order to make more room for 
spectators, and to be enabled to attend more conveniently to the 
reading of the Reports, and the transaction of the other business 
of the Society. 

The Meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Maclay. 
After which very encouraging Reports were read from the several 
Schools belonging to the Society. Two new Schools were re- 
ported to have been organized since the last meeting: one in 
James-Street, consisting entirely of adults; and one in Second- 
Street, for pupils of all ages. hese make 23 Schools now be- 
longing to the Union. A few extracts from these Reports will 


abundantly prove that this Work is surely of God, and therefore 
cannot come to nought. 


: EXTRACT I. 

We have great cause of thankfulness that the number of our scholars 
1s not diminished, but upon the whole contmues to ‘increase, and their 
proficiency is such as far to surpass our most sanguine expectations. 
Many have committed to memory the whole of .Brown’s Catechism; the 


“7. nearly, with Scripture proofs; the Historical Catechism; the 
ou. It. 
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whole of Watts’ Divine Songs, and many chapters in the Bible. The 
difference in the outward appearance of the children is truly astonishing : 
two in particular are worthy of notice. One aged eleven, and the other 
seven years, when they first entered the school, six months ago, did not 
know a letter, and the prospect of their being benefitted in any respect 
was altogether unpromising: they were filthy in their appearance, and 
vulgar and wicked in their conduct.. They are now considered the most 
exemplary in their class, and are among the neatest and most respectful 
im the school. We have been highly gratified in visiting the parents of 
these children: they always receive us with great respect, and with tears 
in their eyes thank us for the attention we pay to their children: for, 
say they, ‘“‘ Before they went to your school, we could not keep them out 
of bad company; on the Sabbath, they did not mind us, but would de 
every thing that was bad, and it was impossible to keep them clean; but 
now they will cry if we keep them from school, and are always careful to 
keep their chothes clean.” 
EXTRACT IT. 

Weare happy to state, that a generally inereasing attention to the busi- 
ness of improvement is very visible throughout our school, but more espe- 
cially among the coloured adults: these, both in profession and practice, 
evince the most ardent desire to advance in knowledge. A. coloured 
adult who was admitted.in March, together with her aged mother and a 
daughter 12 years old, could not then name a letter. She was absent a 
few Sabbaths in the summer, then returned with a young infant, and has 
attended regularly ever since. She now spells any of the cards, and 
reads a little; she rarely fails to express her gratitude that God has dis- 
posed the ladies to open this school, and prays that he would reward them, 
and give them patience to bear with such stupid creatures, as she terms 
those who, like herself, are endeavouring to learn at an advanced period 
of life. One, who commenced with barely knowing her letters, on be- 
ginning to read exclaimed, ‘“‘ O how good it is to be able to read myself; 
I understand so much better.” 

We have much cause to feel thankful, that the improving situation of 
our school gives us encouragement to persevere; and that the plant, 
which, when planted, many thought would soon wither and die, has, on the 
contrary, taken root downwards, and from its present flourishing appear- 
ance promises to bless us with a plentiful reward. 

We cannot close this report, without expressing our desire that such 
members of the society, as are not engaged in teaching, would acquain( 
theriselves with the state of the schools, visit their own neighbourhoods, 
and even solicit the attendance of children as a favour; fecling as the 
apostle did, when he said, ‘‘ For though I be free from all men, yet have 
{ made myself servant unio all, that I might gain the more.” From ex- 
perience, we can recommend it. not only as a very useful, but a very 
pleasing way of spending leisure time. 

EXTRACT ITT. 

Many of the children have given proofs of their improvement in the 
impo. iant concerns. of their immortal souls. In several instances they 
have riven evidence of a change of heart, and a renewal by Grace. 

There are «bout twenty of the children who are in the habit of bringing 
passages of Scripture appropriate to the subject given out the preceding 
Sabbath. Since our last Report, the subjects have been ‘“ The duty of 
children to their parents,” ‘“ The necessity of keeping the Sabbath,” 
“The Children’s hope,” or the command given in the werd of God for 
children to serve their Creator in the days of their youth; and three suc- 
cessive Sabbaths, “ Faith, Hope, and Charity.” Their readiness in 
Seripture researches is not only a subject of daily admiration, but of in- 
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expressible gratitude to Him, to whom alone must be attributed the cause, 
and every good effect arising from the united endeavours of all those who 
are thus initiating in the sacred mysteries of Godliness, the youth of our 
cities and country. 

I could say much of the benevolent disposition of the teachers, who 
have used every exertion, not only to enlighten the benighted minds of 
their pupils in school, but have visited and instructed them in cases 
of sickness. Our grateful acknowledgments are also due to the ladies of 
Fayette-Street Church, and others, who have not only contributed dona- 
tions of clothes, but have appropriated their time and talents, an afternoon 
in every week, for the purpose of making and repairing them: the chil- 
dren of four sohools have by their united exertions been made clean and 
decent, who would not otherwise have appeared fit to attend public worship. 
How great is our privilege thus to be used in the hands of the Lord, to 
add to the comfort of the body as well as to give instruction to the mind of 
our fellow-creatures; and how great are our encouragements to persevere 


in this delightful work! 
EXTRACT IV. 


Twexve of our pupils have, by their punctual attendance and good be- 
haviour, merited a public reward ; and many by increasing diligence in stu- 
dy, and seriousness of demeanour, reward the attention of the most assidu- 
ous and persuasive teachers; and we humbly hope that the dew of God’s 
blessing is watering the humble part of his vineyard in which we are 
called to labour. From the Reports of the teachers, we have ascertained 
that several have progressed from spelling to reading, have learned most 
of the hymns and one or two catechisms, and read correctly in the Bible 
and Prayer Book. Many of the 5th class answer questions relative to 
the birth and death of Christ, the necessity of his atoning blood, and the 
corruption of their own nature, with a promptness that might call a blush 
to the cheek of many a daughter of prosperity; and evinee an avidity in 
receiving religious instruction, truly gratifying to those who realize that 
they have immortal souls in perishing bodies. We humbly trust, that 
these good girls will prove a blessing to the community, and an ornament 
of the Church of Christ. 

We have dismissed, on account of wilful absence, one adult, with her 
three children, of whom we had entertained t hope that to them our 
institution would indeed prove a blessing. but their abject, and heart- 
sickening abode, has been visited by the former and present superinten- 
dents again and again to no purpose, exhibiting one, among numerous in- 
stances, of a mournful, heart-rending insensibilitiy to temporal and eternal 
sufferings. 

The Sunday School Teacher, doing her duty in seeking objects of merey, 
cannot but realize with the most lively gratitude her exemption from life’s 
most bitter evils, ignorance and poverty; and she must indeed share in 
their stupidity, if her heart be not opened, and her hand extended to mi- 
nister to their relief. 

That God may unite us by love, stimulate us with a divine energy, and 
bring us finally an unbroken society into his most glorious kingdom, is the 
united prayer of the Supenmtendents. 

It may not be improper to add, that we have formed a society for collect- 
ing and fitting old clothes for the children attached to the Male and Fe- 
male Schools of our Church, and that we meet weekly for that purpose. 

EXTRACT V. 

SEvERAL in each of the classes have made considerable improvement ; 
they began with the alphabet, and now read tolerably well. The 6th class 
deserves particular commendation; the teacher speaks of it with high ap- 
probation, and remarks: “ I fecl eo lively an- interest in their advancement, 
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that while blessed with health I shall not resign.”” When we reflect that 
these children, on the Lord’s day, are attending a place of worship and 
hearing the word of God, which, ‘before the establishment of § Sunday 
Schools, was too often spent in idleness and vice, subject in many instan- 
ces to the pernicious examples of parents, alike dead to what they owe 
to God, their offspring, and themselves, we trust the motive to perseverance 
will, by the grace of God, become stronger and stronger, and that his 
blessing will accompany the efforts of all those engaged in the work. 

With a view to render the Sabbath Schools still more beneficial, the 
ladies of the Congregation have formed a society, denominated ‘* Christ 
Church Charitable Association,” the object of which is to provide clothing 
for the children belonging to the school, many of whom, without some aid, 
would be utterly unable to attend during the approaching inclement 
season. 

EXTRACT VI. 

In our last Report we stated that 383 names had been registered: 77 
have since been added. The old complaint of irregularity of attendance 
must again be reiterated. We have only from 130 to 160 who statedly at- 
tend ; but yet we have something good to tell: our hearts have been greatly 
encouraged by the rapid improvement of two little white girls, one aged 
11 and the other 13 years: they entered school.on the first Sabbath in. 
July, at which time neither of them knew the alphabet; they now read 
Scripture lessons, and can repeat several pages of the Catechism; they 
have never omitted being at school since the time of their entrance. 

Catherine Y—, their half sister, was so much encouraged by the rapid 
improvement of her little sisters, that on Sabkath morning, the 18th of 
August, she presented herself as a scholar; she is in the 21st year of her 
age, and barely knew her letters; now she spells tolerably well, and the 
lesson which she takes home to study during the week she can read cor- 
rectly on the Sabbath; she also has learned several pages in the Cate- 
chism. Many in the Bible class are visibly improving. The teacher of 
the first section requested her scholars to prove from Scripture the Fall 
of Man: six immediately turned to the 3d chapter of Genesis. They were 
then asked to give an account of the’ birth of Christ—the same number 
turned to the 2d Chapter of Matthew and Luke. They were then reqflest- 
ed to give an account of the Crucifixion of Christ ; when with one accord 
they pointed it out in the four Gospels; they likewise proved from the 
same, the Resurrection of Christ. The Bible Class, in general, besides 
learning Catechism, have committed many Scripture lessons and hymns: 
one in particular has, during the quarter, learned nine chapters, and forty- 
one hymns. We have not the happiness to state that any have given evi- 
dence of a change of heart, but they often appear much solemnized, and 
the trickling tear is frequently seen to steal down their cheeks during 
divine service. We trust, that the seed which has been sown in much 
weakness will, on some future day, be raised with power, and produce a 
joyful harvest. We would not omit to mention the improvement of a 
good old coloured woman. She entered the school about the time of its 
commencement ; could then hardly read a line; she now reads very well 
in the Bible. She cannot tell her age, but we suppose her to be about 
sixty. Her presence in School is almost as sure as the return of the Sab- 
bath. She appears to take the highest satisfaction in reading, and convers- 
ing with her teachers; she says, she prays God to teach her, and she prays 
him to teach her teachers. 

A Dorcas Society has been formed for the purpose of fitting up old gar- 
ments or making new ones for the scholars. They extend their charity to 
the Male School likewise. 180 garments have been distributed. By this 
means our schools improve, as it respects ‘ the outward man.” 
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EXTRACT VII. 

‘T's Sabbath School at Harlaem commenced a few days previous to 
the last Quarterly Meeting, and has since increased. We desire to thank 
the Lord for putting it into our hearts to follow the example of our sisters 
in this city, in this labour of love; for if we are not deceived, it has had 
a very good effect already. And although we see no real work of Grace 
begun in the hearts of any of our scholars, yet they appear to be very 
attentive, and have a great desire to learn. 

As our little place affords but one school, it is composed of both sexes: 
and when promoting one of our coloured men to the Bible Class, he was 
much affected, bid his former class-mates farewell—the tears rolliirxg down 
his cheeks, He has attended school constantly, and the Church also, which 
he was not in the habit of doing formerly*. We hope it may not only be 
the means of doing good in this place, but as we have taken it from others, 
others may take it from us. A person visited our school lately from West 
I‘arms; immediately on her return, she established one in that place, 
which prospers beyond their most sanguine expectations. ‘* Behold how 
great a matter a little fire kindleth!” May we all pray to the Lord to 
give us perseverance, that we may not look back, but press forward in this 
rreat work, for we trust it is the Lord’s work we are engaged in; and if 
we can be the means of doing good to one precious soul, it will amply 
repay us for all our labour. 

EXTRACT VIII. 

Wira much satisfaction we report that our hands have been strength- 
ened aad our hearts encouraged, not onl¥ by the attention and improve- 
ment of our scholars, but also by the seriousness which many of them 
manifest to obtain an interest in Christ, and his righteousness. Their im- 
provement in decency, neatness, and order, is very apparent; and with 
hardly one exception, they. conscientiously respect the Sabbath as the day 
of the Lord. The first class consists of seven coloured adults, who are 
all diligent, and regularly attend public worship. H. F—, aged 36, is at 
present deeply exercised on account of sin; and says that her earnest 
desire and prayer to God is, that she may be enabled, by Divine assist- 
ance, to make a public profession of her faith in Christ. The second 
class consists ef eight, who are orderly, punctual, and diligent; five of 
them are seriously impressed, éach one inquiring ‘ What shall I do to be 
saved?” ‘The third class consists of eight, all punctual in their attend- 
ance, and remarkable for their assiduity, and bid fair to obtain the great 
object of this institution. An adult of this class aged 36 has attended 
with her twochildren six months regularly. She says she used to be very 
negligent in observing the Sabbath, and entirely thoughtless of eternity. 
She now blesses the Sabbath School, and evinces much love to the 
teachers. She has given satisfactory evidence of her love to God, and 
hatred of sin; and has been admitted into full communion with the Dutch 
Church; and we trust, through Grace, made an heir of the kingdom of 
heaven. The fourth class consists of eleven, and is the most diligent and 
attentive class in the school. There is scarcely one whose heart is not 
softened by conviction, aid whose mind does not appear eager for religious 
instruction. Hannah P—, aged 22, was one of our first scholars, and is 
a remarkable instance of perseverance and industry. She and her mmo- 
ther obtain a livelihood Sy washing and ironing; and so diligent are they 
in their business, that they usually devote two or three evenings in a week 





* Three coloured men from this school, as a reward for their diligence, 


were each pre sente d with a Bible. Severa) coloured boys received inferior 
rewards, 
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to study. They collect their friends, brothers, and uncles for this pu 
pose; and Hannah, being further advanced then the rest, acts as teacher, 
and always concludes by reading a chapter in the Bible, or a religious 
Tract. This truly interesting secne was witnessed by the supermtendent. 
Who knows but Hannah may be the honoured instrument of bringing to 
a knowledge of themselves, her mother or her brother? She is dili- 
gent, she is persevering, she is prayerful. O may the blessing of God rest 
upon her exertions, and to Him be the praise. 


Tue Corresponding Secretary reported, that she had supplied 
a school in Baltimore, and one in Shrewsbury, with books and 
other articles. By the Treasurer’s account, it appeared that 
schools in different parts had heen supplied from the Society’s 
Depository, No. 112 William-Street, to the amount of 222 Dol- 
lars. 

With gratitude the Committee acknowledge that ‘‘ Hitherto the 
Lord hath helped ;”’ and as the schools have multiplied, and their 
demands increased, He hath laid to hand the necessary means. 
But as there may be some who have not yet cast in their mite 
into this Treasury, and who may wish to have an interest in the 
prayers which ascend every Lord’s day from twenty-three 
schools, they are respectfully informed, that annual subscriptions, 
of not less than 50 cents, #ife subscriptions of ten dollars, or the 
smallest donation, will be gratefully received by the Secretaries, 
No. 49 Dey-Street, and No. 15 Broadway ; the Treasurer, No. 45 
John-Street, or by any of the members of the Committee. 


+c 


SCHOOL FOR HEATHEN YOUTH. 


At the meeting of the American Board of Commissioners fox 
Foreign Missions in Hartford, on Wednesday, Thursday, and Fri- 
day, of last week, the subject of establishing a school for the edu- 
cation of heathen youth in our own country, with" a view to the 
propagation of the Gospel among heathen nations, was taken into 
consideration; and it was determined by the Board, to establish 
such a school. Agents were appointed, viz: the Hon. John 
Treadwell, Rev. Dr. Dwight, James Morris, Esq. Rev. Dr. Cha- 
pin, Rev. Lyman Beecher, Rev. Charles Prentice, and Rev. Jo- 
seph Harvey ; who are authorized to form a plan for establishing 
and conducting the school, and to put it into immediate operation. 
The doings of the agents are subject to the revision of the Board, 
to whom they are to make an annual repert. All monies contri- 
buted for the support of the schools are to be remitted to the Trea- 
surer of the Board. 

We understand that two American Indians, and five Owhy- 
heeans, some of whom have been for several years under a course 
of private instruction in Connecticut, will be admitted into the 
school as soon as it shall be established. One of the Owhyheeans 
is a Prince, the son of a King of one of the Sandwich islands. 
He was discovered a few weeks since in Boston.*and sent on t 
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\oin his companions in Connecticut. It has been proposed to the 
Board to take under their patronage a young Chinese, now in 
New-York. It seems more probable, however, that he will be 
sent to England, where the London Missionary Society are pay- 
ing particular attention to the education of Chinese youth. 

The course of eduéation in the contemplated school will be 
designed to prepare the yowfig men for schoolmasters, and in some 
instances, for religious teachers, and will enable them, on their 
return to their native country, (whither they will be sent after 
their education is finished,) to introduce the improvements of 
civilized life, and the pure blessings of Christianity. We trust 
that this new and interesting object will receive a liberal support 
from the benevolent public. 

The following gentlemen were re-elected officers of the Ame- 
rican Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions for the ensu- 
ing year: 

Hon. John Treadwell, Esq. President; Rev. Samuel Spring, 
D. D. Vice-President ; Rev. Samuel Worcester, D. D. Cor. Secre- 
tary; Rev. Calvin Chapin, Dy D. Rec. Secretary; Jeremiah 
Evarts, Esq. Treasurer; Chester Adams, Esq. Auditor. 


PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 
Rev. Samuel Spring, D. D.; Rev. S. Worcester, D. D.; Rev. Je- 
didiah Morse, D. D. ; Jeremiah Evarts. Esq. 


* 
—2a+o— 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


The Editor has been long desiring to have it in his power to communi- 
«ate some detailed account of the late remarkable operations of Divine 
Grace among the inhabitants of the village of T'’roy, in this State, and its 
vicinity. He is indebted to a worthy and obliging friend for the follow- 
ing authentic and interesting narrative of a part of that extensive and hea- 


venly work; and feels much pleasure in presenting it for the gratification of 
the readers of this publication. , 


To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 


it has pleased almighty God in the riches of his grace, to visit this city 
with a remarkable effusion of the Holy Spirit, during the current year. 

At»the commencement of it, our citizens generally were going on in their 
usual course; with the exception of an increased fervour among the 
members of the Church, and a few solitary instances of conviction and 
conversion. Among these, there was one of a peculiar character. It 
was a young woman in the morning of life, who had not reached the years 
of maturity. The death of her father, which had taken place some time 
before, had made a deep and lasting impression on her tender mind. It 
was sudden and unexpected; and he left behind him a cisconsolate widow, 
with a numerous train of weeping and dependent children. In the midst 
of their sorrows, this child was comforted by a pious friend sitting at her 
side, with the consideration that God would be her Father, if she would 
put her trust in him. The impression then made was abiding; and her 
mind was sume time afterwards aroused to a sense of the guilt and fally 
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of her past life. Her distress soon arose to such a height, in the view oi 
her sins against her heavenly Father, that she was obliged to abandon her 
business, retire mto her closet, and prostrate herself before him. 

It was upon her knees in fervent prayer and supplication, acknowledg- 
ing her transgressions, and imploring forgiveness, that the God of mercy 
manifested himself to her, as the Hearer of prayer, and one who pardon- 
eth iniquity, transgression, and sin: and she rose rejoicing in the salvation 
of God her Saviour, her Father and Iniend. What encouragement 
is this for poor, overwhelmed, and distressed sinners to repair to the 
Throne of Divine Grace, and cast themselves on the Saviour of sinners? 

She bowed a convicted and condemned sinner; and rose under a sweet 
sense of pardoning mercy; and soon becaine a transported saint ! 

After this period, the influences of the blessed Spirit began to be -more 
senerally diffused; and soon were distilled like dew, ‘‘ and as small rain 
upon the tender herb, and as showers upon the grass.’””» Among our chil- 
dren and youth, the work of Grace spread with the greatest rapidity. 
Numbers from eight years old and upward were deeply convinced of 
their guilt and rian-by nature; and cried out in distress, ‘“‘ What. shall 
we do to be saved?” It was affecting to hear those little creatures speak 
of the vanity and’ folly of their lives—talk of the wonders of redeeming 
love-—and. singing ‘‘ Hosanna to the Son of David, blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord.” 

Their exhortations and prayers for their young companions were. 
crowned with astonishing success. They appeared to be the favoured in- 
struments in the hands of God, of awakening, convincing, and converting 
each other; and in their little assemblies, they would‘all be melted in 
tears, in telling what God had done for their souls. 

The effusions of the Divine Spirit now_ became general, and extended 
to all classes of citizens.. The holy flame spread from house to house, 
and from heart to heart, until whole families felt its sacred influence. 
fiusbands and wives, parents and children, masters and servants, all saw 
their lost state by nature, and the necessity of a change. Under the 
awful load of their guilt, they cast themselves at the foot of the cross, 
and begged and cried for merey. And there mercy reached them, and 
raised them up, to rejoice together in the salvation of the Gospel. Their 
houses now became houses for God ; their sorrows were converted into joys; 
and their tears into songs of praise. . 

By this time, almost every part of the city became more or less the 
theatre of illustrious displays of Divine power and grace. All denomina- 
tions of Christiafs shared in the transforming and animating influence.. 
Our public assemblies on the Lord’s day were crowded. Our private 
mectings, which were now held every evening in the week, were solemn, 
and silent as the grave. The hearts. of our clergy were fired. The 
prayers of our Churches were fervent; and the public mind seemed awed 
down before the majesty of Divine Grace, which laid the proudest sinner 
low. Infidelity was abashed—stood astonished—and shut her mouth. 
Searcely a whisper was heard against a work in which the Divine Hand 
was so manifest. It was the almighty Redeemer riding forth in the 
midst of us, in the triumphant chariot of his Gospel, conquering and to 
conquer. 

As in all the works of God, and in all revivals of religion, there is a. 
great variety; so there was here in the mode of divine operatibn. Con- 
victions, generally, were pungent and short; and transitions from guilt 
and horror, often sudden and rapturous. While some were aroused by 
the terrors of the Law, others were allured by the Grace of the Gospel ; 
while one was called with a still small voice, another trembled under the 
thunders of Jehova!:. 
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Were it practicable, I could detail many encouraging and remarkable 
instances of conversion which fell under my own observation during the 
progress of the work. 

I knew one little girl of twelve years of age, whose mind became 
deeply affected with a sense of her sins at the commencement of it, and 
so continued for several weeks without any relief. She uniformly returned 
from almost all the meetings, overwhelmed in tears, and seemed border- 
ing on despair. She saw her r little companions snatched as brands 
from the burning; and heard them admiring, with raptures of joy, the 
grace and glory of the Gospel. But she was left under hardness of Boy 
and looked up in impenitency of soul. At length, she lost sight of 
herself, and was overwhelmed with the boundless love of the Son of God, 
in dying for.such guilty creatures. Eventually this love absorbed her 
whole soul, melted her into deep contrition for her sins, and brought her 
at the feet of Jesus. ‘* Now,” she exclaimed, *‘ 1 am happy in the love 
of the lovely Saviour. He has taken away the load of my weighty guilt, 
and brought me out of darkness into. marvellous light. My soul rejoices 
in him; all things around me praise him; the world is new.” 

Another instance, more remarkable still, was a young woman of about 
fifteen, whose distress for sin had been deep and affecting for several 
weeks, without obtaining any hope of pardoning mercy. At length, her 
whole life appeared unveiled to her view; and she seemed placed on the 
verge of destruction, with the torments of the damned spread before her, into 
which she felt she was just plungingy With her sins pressing her down, 
and the flaming gulf of eternal misery before her, she cried aloud for mer- 
cy, mercy, mercy, to her compassionate Saviour, or she must perish for 
ever. She cried until she lost the power of utterance, and then sat sup- 
ported, trembling for about one hour, speechless, over the pit of destruc- 
tion. At the close of this awful scene, which struck horror through the 
whole family, she suddenly burst out in raptures of joy and praise, that 
she had obtained deliverance. She was perfectly sensible, as she after- 
wards informed me, during the suspension of her bodily powers, and 
knew distinctly all that passed. 3 

It was a sight of the Lord Jesus, she said, the almighty Saviour of sin- 
ners, that gave her instant relief. He was presented to li@r view in al! 
his mediatorial glory, as able and willing to save to the uttermost; and her 
shuddering soul clasped him in the arms of faith, and he bore her away 
as a brand frem the everlasting burning. 

Her liberated tongue now broke out in unknown strains, and her trans. 
ported soul seemed rather in heaven than on earth for several weeks. 
And she is now a joyful little Christian, with but few intervening clouds 
between her and her great deliverer—pressing on after him to the realms 
of immortal glory. 

The only remaining instance which I shall mention, was a venerable 
father rising eighty years of age. He had been remarkable for his inte- 
grity and uprightness through the whole course of his life; and probably 
stood as high for his morality as any effizen in this country. But when 
he saw, by the illuminating influences of the Holy Spirit, that he had ne- 
glected his God, however honest he had been towards men; when he saw 
that he had loved and served the creature more than his Creator; when 
the sins of his heart as well as his life were unveiled to his view; he was 
disrobed of all his righteousness, and sunk into anguish and despair. Oh, 
it was then his God whom he had dishonoured! his great, his gracious, 
his good God, who had fed and clothed him all his life long, whom he had 
insulted. It was his condescending, bleeding, dying Saviour, whom he 
had slighted. He was an old sinncr, just on the verge of time, ready to 
launch into eternity; there was therefore no hope for him. Such was the 
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language of his horror and guilt, accompanied with groans of tormenting 
despair, which continued for several weeks. The sympathy and tears of 
his friends could not comfort him. The prayers of the ministers of reli- 
gion and of the Church, could not deliver him. The encouragements 
and promises of the Gospel, were not for him. He had slighted the ever- 
lasting joys of heaven; and hell seemed yawning for his eternal fall. He 
was, reader, one of the most affectinggmonuments of distressing guilt ; 
whose streaming eyes, and wringing h@fids, and groaning heart, would 
have stung thine inmost soul. A venerable and affectionate father, dear 
to a large and respectable family, and esteemed and beloved by all—tot- 
tering on the verge of time, and all before him a dreadful eternity! In 
this hour of sad extremity, when every heart ached, and our united cries 
ascended to the throne of God for his interposing mercy, the God of mer- 
cy came down for his deliverance! 

He plucked him as a brand from the burning—led him to the Ark of 
safety, the Lord Jesus Christ—and enabled him to put his trust in him for 
salvation. Now his despairing grief was assuaged, his flowing tears were 
dry, and his sighs and groans were converted into praises. His trembling 
hands were raised to the heavens, and his faltering tongue shouted aloud 
ior joy. And we all joined in thanksgiving and praise to almighty God, 
for such wondrous love, such boundless grace, such astonishing mercy. 

But he was too rich a treasure to be left long on earth. His grateful 
and overflowing soul soon matured for heaven. Having had an opportu- 
nity of publicly dedicating himself to God, and obeying the dying com- 
mand of his redeeming Lord, whom he felt bound to serve, and holding 
communion with his peeple, he was laid, in the course of a few weeks, on 
a bed of illness. There he languished for about ten days, under ex- 
cruciating distress, with all the composure of a child of God, and with 
brightening prospects for the realms of glory. 

When his dissolution drew nigh, in the full possession of all the powers 
of his mind, he called his beloved wife and numerous train of children 
and grand children around him, and gave them his patriarchal benediction. 
Having biti them all an affectionate farewell, and commended them to his 
heavenly Father by fervent prayer and supplication, like the good old 
Patriarch Jacob, he gathered himself up in the bed and expired, with the 
sull prospect of a joyful transition to fairer and brighter worlds on high. 
Oh, ‘ Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like 
his !” : 

From these interesting private occurrences, which took place during 
the triumph of Divine Grace in the midst of us, you will permit me to lead 
you to one of the most public joyful scenes which were dis — It was 
en the Ist Sabbath in May last, the first Communion of the Presbyterian 


_Church, after the revival commenced. The day was fine, and a large 


congregation, of perhaps fifteen hundred er two thousand people, crowded 
the house. ‘The services were appropriate; the attention was profound ; 
all was solemn. When the maging exercises were closed, about one 
hundred persons came out from the congregation, approached the desk, 
and arranged themselves in columns before it. In these ranks of grace 
were found husbands and wives, parents and children, masters and ser- 
vants. All descriptions of characters, high and low, rich and poor, bond 
and free, here met together; all monuments of the same rich and sove- 
reign Grace. From the lisping child of ten years old, to the venerable 
patriarch of eighty-two, with a large proportion of our finest youth, com- 
posed this rare assemblage of ransomed souls. 

Thus arranged, they made a public profession of their faith, and so 
emnly entered into covenant with the Lord their God—to be his now, 
vod Lis forever. After which about thirty of them were baptized in the 
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wame of the Sacred Trinity, and the whole sat down together at ihe table 
of their glorious Lord, and commemorated his dying love. 

The whole Church, which now conststs of between three and four hun- 
dred members, followed at different tables in succession until they had 
all communed with their exalted Head. They joined in the general joy of 
the wondrous triumphs of redeeeming love, and sealed their engagement 
to be the Lord’s. 

it was remarked by some who were present, that never before had 
they seen and felt so much of heaven on earth. All was serious and so- 
lemn. Nearly two thousand people gazang on the wonders of redeeming 
love; and almost one fourth of that number feasting at the table of mercy, 
admiring and adoring the condescending God who had rescued them by 
his precious blood from everlasting ruin. 

Surely the Lord was in this place: for the Divine Glory seemed to awe 
down our Spirits, and fill our souls. It was to us the house of God; it 
was the gate of heaven. 

In the afternoon the parents brought forward their children, and dedi- 
cated their households as well as themselves to God, according to his di- 
vine command; and about fifty children were initiated into his kingdom, 
by the holy ordinance of Baptism. 

** O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good; for his mercy endureth 
for ever.” 

irom that period to the present, the work of Diviae Grace has more 
gradually progressed. Iam not in possession of the exact number which 
have been added to the various Churches; but ]j presume it is fair to 
calculate, that between three and four hundred persons have been made 
the hopeful subjects of Divine Grace, and have connected themselves with 
one or the other denominations of Christians among us. 

This is a rich harvest of immortal souls, and demands our highest gra- 
titude and praise. It has had the most happy effect in meliorating the 
state of society; in abashing immorality and vice; in cementing us toge- 
ther in the bonds of unity and love; and in combining our exertions in 
promoting the glorious kingdom of our exalted Lord. 

A generation is growing up in the midst of us to serve him, who are the 
hope ‘of the Church and the world. They may be instrumental in trans- 
mitting this fair inheritance to future generations, when we are gone of 
the stage. It may reach tothousands unborn; and its final result can only 
be measured by the immensity of eternity. 

‘* This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes!’ 

Nor is Divine influence, as yet, entirely removed from us. ** God's 
arm is not shortened, that it cannot save; neitiicr is his ear heavy that it 
cannot hear!” One is awakened here, and another there, to the interest- 
ing concerns of eteruity; and encouraging additions are still made to the 
Churches. 

We rejoice to state that what has been done here, as great as it is fos 
one little city, is but a small speci of the great goodness of God 
throughout our land. We have mar the triuiphs of the Prince oi 
Peace in many other parts of our favoured country; and have united ou: 
humble gratitude with the general burst of thanksgiving and praise. 

We hail the dawn of the rising glory of the Church universal. Tire 
mighty efforts of the whole Chiistian world presage the approach of her 
lappier days. May her millennial period be speedily ushered in, and the 
light of the knowledge of the gory of God shining in the face of Imma- 
nuel, shed its efulgence over all the befiighted nations of the earth, unti! 
the kingdoms of this world shail become the kingdoms ef our Lord and 
his Christ. Amen. 

AN OBSERVER. 

Troy, Sept. 25, 1816. 








———— a 
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Third Quarterly Circular of the Prudential Committee of the Amev- 
ican Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 

To all Foreign Mission Societies and other Benevolent Associations, &c. 
BELOVED BRETHREN, FRIENDS, AND HELPERS, 

We have already addressed you on the interesting subject of the education 
of Heathen youth and c hildren ; and we have the satisfaction to know, that 
the attention of many, inthe different parts of our country, is engaged to the 
object, and that not a little has already been done for promoting it. It is 
important that the present favourable disposition should be improved, and 
directed in the best manner. We have therefore thought it adviseable, in 
the present Circular, tomake a concise statement in the way of preamble, 
and to give out a form of a constitution for the organization of societies, in 
aid of the Heathen School Fund. And we have only to request, very affec- 
tionately and respectfully, that such measures should be speedily adopted, 
and actively pursned, as the wisdom of our friends, in their associated and 
individual capacities, may deem the most suitable and effectual, in their re- 
spective circles, for advancing the great and benevolent design ; always 
guarding with particular care that nothing be done to diminish or to dis- 
courage the contributions for the support of Missionaries, and the transla- 
tion and dispersion of the Holy Scriptures. 

With Christian salutations, we are your servants in the Gospel. 

By order of the Prudential Committee, 

Charlestown, Aug. 30, 1816. S. Worcester, Clerk. 

N. B. Perhaps some persons may prefer signing a subscription paper to 
the formality of a regular constitution.—In that case, an annual meeting, 
and the manner of collecting subscriptions, &c. can be provided for by votes 
of the subscribers. 

PREAMBLE. 

The American Missionaries at Bombay are ardently engaged in the 
object of educating heathen youth and children, many thousands of whom 
are growing up around them in most deplorable ignorance, corruption, and 
wretchedness. The whole expense of a school, which should contain fifty 
children, they say, might probably, onan average, be brought within the 
small compass of twelve dollars a month.” A hundred, then, of these poor 
objects of pity and of charity might, for three hundred dollars a year, and 
a thousand for three thousand dollars, be taught reading, writing, and the 
various branches of our common school learning, and at the same time be 
instructed in the divine morality and religion of the Gospel. Thus educa- 
ted, they would carry the Holy Scriptures into their respective families, and 
ina manner the most conciliating and the most engaging, communicate the 
knowledge of them to their parents, other relatives, andfriends. Many of 
them might become teachers of Schools under missionary superintendence ; 
and not afew, it were reasonable to hope, might, by the grace of God, and 
with additional instructioa, be qualified for missionaries to preach the Gos- 
pel, and to disperse the translated word of life in the benighted regions oi 
their country extensively.—The missionaries have already several heathen 
orphans to bring up in the way of domestic education, in Christian nurture 
and admonition, and forty or fifty children and youth in their mission school ; 
and they most earnestly desire and plead for the means which will enable 
them toextend the benefits of domestic education to many, and of schoo! 
instruction to hundreds and thousands, and to furnish schools and families 
with copies of the Scriptures, and of selections from the Scriptures, in the 
vernacular languages ofthe country. 

As soon as the missionaries, who last went out, are prepared to commence 
their operations at Ceylon, or elsewhere, they also will wish to be engaged 
insimilar plans of ednueation. and to be supplied with the reauisite means ; 
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umd as Our missionary establishments shall be extended, mission schools will 
be multiplied, and the means of supporting and furnishing them will be 
wanted. 

In our own country, the long neglected Indian Tribes, the lands of whose 
fathers we inherit, and who within the hemisphere of heavenly light, dwell 
in the shadow of death, earnesly call for the‘charitable aid of their white 
and more favoured brethren. The American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions is engaged for theirgood. The plan is to establish schools, 
to be conducted by approved teachers, and superintended by approved mis- 
sionaries, first inthe Cherokee Tribe, and then successively in other tribes, 
for the purpose of instructing the children and youth in the English lan- 
guage, in the various branches of common school learning, in hysbandry, 
and the arts of civilized life, and of imparting to them, at the same time, 
and through them to their parents and connexions, the knowledge of God 
and of Jesus Christ, of virtue and true happiness, of glory and 
honour and immortality. Official assurance has been received that the 
President of the United States “‘ approves of the undertaking, and will di- 
rect such aid to be given as the laws will permit.” ‘ In the first instance,” 
says the Secretary of War, “ the Agent, (for Indian affairs) will be directed 
to erect a comfortable school house, and another for the teacher and such as 
may board with him, in such part of the nation as will be selected for the 
purpose. Tle will also be directed to furnish two ploughs, six hoes, and as 
many axes, for the purpose of introducing the art of cultivation among the 
pupils. Whenever he is informed that female children are received, and 
brought into the school, and that a female teacher has been engaged, capa- 
ble of teaching them tospin, weave, and sew, a loom and halfadozen spin- 
ning wheels, and as many pair of cards will be furnished. He will be di- 
rected from time to time, to cause other school houses to be erected, as they 
shall become necessary, and as the expectation of ultimate success shall 
justify the expenditure.” 

The Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury, a missionary in whom great confidence is 
reposed, is already gone forward to prepare for an establishment : one 
teacher is engaged, and others are expected soon to be engaged to goout 
and commence the work. The business is intended to be conducted upon 
an ample scale, with energy and perseverance. 

Toraise a tribe of our fellow-beings from barbarism to civilization, from 
the wretchedness of heathenism to the exalted privileges and hopes 
of Christianity, must be an attempt most worthy of Christian benevolence, 
an achievement most honourable to the Christian name.—And when the 
tribe, thus to be raised, resides within our own borders, the object cannot 
fail deeply to interest the feelings, and efficaciously to engage the liberali- 
tiesof the American public. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Afier weighing the foregoing considerations, we the subscribers, do 
acknowledge it to be our duty to beara part in diffusing the light and bles- 
sings of Christianity among the heathen. For this purpose we agree to the 
following articles. 

1. We form ourselves into an Association to be called the Heathen School 
Society of 

2. All the subscriptions and donations of this Society shall be remitted to 
the Treasurer of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions, or some agent of the Board, tobe expended by said Board in the ed- 
ucation of heathen children and youth, with a particular view to the dif- 
fusion of the Gospel. 

3. Weagree topay annually the sums annexed to our respective names, 


until we shall give to the collector written notice of our withdrawing from 
the Societv. ‘ 
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4. There shall be an annual meeting of the Society, at which a Collector, 
and such other officers as_the Sociely shall think proper, shall be chosen. 

5. There shall be an annual sermon delivered before the Scciety, if er- 
ewmstances permit. 


— 7D 


The value of the Holy Scriptures. 


Sour have frivolously attempted to show their high regard for 
the Bible, by expensively adorning it with silver, gold, and gems. 
Others, with superstitious credulity, have carried it about with 
them as @ sort of mystical spell, to protect them from demons and 
all kinds of dangers; or laid it under their pillows as a ‘certain 
cure for inveterate diseases. Reader, do you not smile at these 
instances of childish and pitiable weakness? Yet we may safely 
assert, that the Bible possesses a sacred charm, capable of pre- 
serving us from ten thousand mischiefs and miseries; but its effi- 
cacy arises from the exercise of faith, not from the dreams of 
fancy. ‘* Thy word,’’ says the Psalmist, ‘“* have I hid in my 
heart, that I might not sin against thee.” 

The Scriptures are valuable to the Christian as a Directory. 
We are involved in darkness ; exposed to error and delusion. 
The bible reveals those important truths which unassisted reason 
could never have discovered. With this Directory, you may en- 
ier and explore that world within, which, to most men, is as un- 
known as the regions of the Moon. How many hideous and abo- 
minable idols, how many vile detestable thieves and robbers 
lodge in the secret chambers of the heart, which ought to be con- 
secrated as a holy temple for God! 

With this Directory, you may cheerfully pursue your journey 
through the wilderness to the promised land. Many ways marked 
out by vain philosophy, and covered with the flowers of learning 
and eloquence, still lead to perdition. Would you be preserved 
from the paths of the destroyer, follow the infallible guide 
prepared for you. ‘* Thy word is a lamp unto my feet,”’ says 
the Psalmist. This lamp is always ready trimmed; and since 
the days of David, it has been furnished with a fresh supply of 
oil, by which it gives a clearer light, and discovers every frightful 
snare. ‘Take it with you, and say, Lord, thou shalt guide me 
with thy counsel, and afterwards receive me to glory. With this 
Directory, you may fe: arlessly pursue your voyage over the ocean of 
life, to the fair haven of eternal rest. Here is your compass, which 
is liable to no variation; but at all times, and in all climates, 
constantly points to that city whose Builder and Maker is God. 
The inspired book is your chart, in which the fatal rocks, and 
quicksands, and whirlpools, that have proved the ruin of thousands, 
are accurately marked, that they may be shunned. 

The Scriptures are valuable to the Christian as a Repository. 
The Bible resemblés what Hezekiah calls ‘* the house of his 
percioas things.” Isaiah xxgix. 2. 
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The Bible is a Repository of spiritual food. Here is milk for 
babes, and strong meat for those who are able to receive it. Here 
is manna that never perishes, and honey that never cloys. ‘* Thy 
word,” saith the prophet, ‘‘ was found, and I did eat it; and thy 
word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart.’ 

The Bible is a Repository of spiritual medicine. The Scrip- 
tures are able to disperse the tumours of pride, to extract the 
stings of envy, and to heal the gangrene of malice. Here you 
find the true agua vite, or water of life: a cordial to revive you 
when faint and weary. There is no spiritual malady for which 
you may not here obtain a remedy; no poison for whieh it con- 
tains not an antidote. 

The Bible is a Repository of spiritual armour. Do not startle 
at the thought of enemies ; for, asva Christian, you must fight the 
good fight of faith ;- but you are not sent on a warfare unprepared ; 
for the Captain of salvation has furnished you with a breast-plate, 
helmet, shield, and sword. With these well-tempered arms you 
shall be able to hold fast your profession, and defeat all the con- 
federate powers of earth and hell. 

The Bible is a Repository of spiritual treasures. Compared 
with them, all the gold of Peru and Mexico,---all the pearls and 
cems of the East, are but dross. «'Robert, king of Sicily, said he 
valued the Bible more than his crown; and if he were compelled 
to part with one, his diadem should go. Let then the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, that you may be tho- 
roughly prepared for every good work. 

B. 1. T. 


—D+eo— 


The Christian’s Daily Monitor. 

RISE in the morning early:---in holy aspirations, heavenly 
contemplations, and devout thanksgivings rise !---Higher and 
higher rise! 

ENGAGE in all the duties of the day with scriptural sobriety, 
magnanimity, and zeal :---in the exercises of the closet be con- 
scientious, devotional, and unwearied:---in domestic concerns be 
economical and methodical :---in worldly engagements and trans- 
actions be upright,. prudent and diligent ;---in benevolent exertions, 
be unostentatious and liberal ;---in sanctuary-services be regular, 
attentive, and in earnest to obtain the blessing ;---in all manner 
of conversation be chaste, courteous, cheerful, and irreproachable. 

RETIRE from the ordinances of God’s house---from the busi- 
ness of the day---and from all the cares of life---for examination, 
lumiliation, and unreserved dedication to the Most High, of all 
you have and owe for time and eternity. Phil i. 12. 

An Otp Discrete. 
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Extract from the Second Annual Report of the Cincinnati 
Miami Bible Society. 


Sept. 6, 1816. 


Two years have not elapsed since this Society has been formed. 
It has purchased with its own funds 500 Bibles; received by do- 
nation from the Massachusetts Bible Society, 21 Bibles; also, 
from the Baltimore Bible Society, 100 Bibles and 25 New-Testa- 
ments; agd. in the present summer, 54 Bibles from the New-Jer- 
sey Bible Society, amounting in all to 675 Bibles and 25 New- 
Testaments. Of that number, about 298 Bibles and 13 Testa- 
ments are in the hands of your steward. ‘Twenty Bibles have been 
presented to the Mill Creek Female Bible Society ; 61 have been 
sold to the same society; 16 to the Female Bible Society of La- 
banon; and 48 to the Dayton Female Bible Society, at cost. The 
remainder have been either distributed to necessitous individuals, 
or placed in the hands of the Directors, or other proper persons 
for distribution. 

The officers for the ensuing year are the following, to wit:---O. 
M. Spencer, President ; Rev. James Kemper, 1st Vice-President ; 
Rev. John Thompson, 2d Vice-President ; Jesse Embree, Rec. Se- 
eretary; Rev. J. L. Wilson, Cor. Secretary; Rev. Wm. Burke, 
Treasurer. 


OHIO BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The Annual Meeting of this Society was held at Marietta, on 
Wednesday, the 4th Sept. 

From the Report it appeared that considerable addition had 
Been made to the funds of the institution, the year past: with 
which had been purchased upwards of 600 Stereotype Bibles. 

The Society has now distributed, and put in train for distribu- 
tion, since its organization, 1816 Bibles, and 68 Testaments. 

At this Meeting a resolution was passed, authorizing and direct 
ing the trustees to draw up a Circular (with a subscription propo- 
sal annexed) addressed to the Christian public; soliciting their aid 
in promoting the great object of this institution. The circular is 
now before the public. 

The following gentlemen were appointed delegates to represent 
this Society in the General State Bible Society of Ohio, to meet 
in Chilicothe on the 18th of October inst. : viz. the Rev. Messrs. 
Timothy Harris, Thomas D. Baird, and Stephen Lindsly. 

The British and Foreign Bible Society have granted to this 
Society the sum of £100 sterling. 








